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Publicity grab hurts 
assassination probe 


The House Select Committee on 
Assassinations, which has made a 
mess of its probe into the deaths of 
President Kennedy and the Rev. Mar- 
tin Luther King Jr., did nothing to 
retrieve any part of its credibility 
by bringing underworld figure Santos 
Trafficante before it. 

Mr. Trafficante invoked the Fifth 
Amendment privilege against self- 
incrimination in refusing to answer 14 
questions worded to determine wheth- 
er the witness knew anything about 
the assassination of President Ken-' 
nedy. There was nothing new about 
the questions as they related to Mr. 
Trafficante, and Rep. Louis Stokes 
(D., Ohio), the chairman, disclosed 
after the hearing that the committee 
knew in advance that Mr. Trafficante 
would take the Fifth. 

So, the purpose was not to produce 
any new evidence or advance an 
inch toward resolving the legitimate 
doubts that remain about the Ken- 
nedy and King murders. Very obvi- 
ously, all the committee was trying, 
to do was convince Congress to keep 1 
the investigation going after March 
31, when the committee will run out 
of funds. 


But the calling of Mr. Trafficante 
was such a cheap shot in such a sen- 
sitive matter that it makes it enor- 
mously difficult to believe that this 
committee, riddled with dissension 
and grasping for sensational-sounding 
straws, deserves to be kept alive. 

We do believe there is a need to 
put all doubts to rest — if possible — 
about the two assassinations, particu- 
larly doubts arising from some actions 
of the FBI and the CIA, and we sup- 
ported the concept of the Select Com- 
mittee. 

Committees of the Congress always 
have an obligation to take responsi- 
bility for the testimony of their wit- 
nesses. Considering the importance 
and delicacy of the assassination 
probe, the Select Committee had a 
special responsibility in this regard 
which it totally failed to exercise. 

The committee should be able to 
make its case for continuing beyond 
March 31 on the need to seek an- 
swers to questions that most of us 
have about the assassinations. If it i 
can’t, then it should be allowed to 
go out of existence so that another 
effort to resolve the questions can be 
made. 



